SEND Provision - Geography
LearningGeography is taught in a half termly cycle throughout each year group. We have recently begun to implement a new Geography curriculum with an enquiry-led approach, which combines locational knowledge with geographical skills. Each unit is focused on a specific geographical location and allows children to develop a range of mapping and fieldwork skills whilst gaining knowledge of the human and physical geography of the location. There are a number of aspects of our geography study which support SEN pupils with much practical learning. Wherever possible, children are provided with opportunities to engage in first-hand experiences to support their learning, ranging from fieldwork within the school grounds to visits in the local area including the coast, local cities and rivers). In order to allow children to revisit their knowledge and further embed skills they have learned, the curriculum is planned so that locations are revisited across year groups – this also provides an opportunity for children to approach units with confidence from their prior knowledge. 
“I like finding out about what life is like in other places in the world." – Year 4 pupil.












Support/ResourcesIn Geography lesson, children have access to a range of resources which are used to support their learning. Pupils use a wide range of visual resources, including maps, atlases and globes. Children also use digital mapping on both iPads and the interactive whiteboard. Often, videos and photographs of real people and places are used to immerse children in the place about which they are learning; bringing these locations to life makes learning more tangible for pupils and consider what it is like in the locations being studied. Practical work is a vital part of geographical study and fieldwork allows children to put their skills into practice and gain first-hand experiences to support their learning. As well as fieldwork, children also have lots of opportunities to work practically to make models to put their parts of their learning into a context (e.g. volcanoes, mountains, rivers). In all classes, children have access to 2/3 members of staff to support their learning. Staff can be used to provide more support to small groups or individuals where required. 















Assessment OpportunitiesPupils are assessed throughout their learning. As well as using written work children’s verbal contributions and observations during fieldwork, support their assessment. Children with SEN can use ICT to allow them to make visual representations of their findings during practical work. A practical approach to demonstrating their learning provides children with an opportunity to feel confident in their abilities and contributions, developing their self-esteem. 
The use of knowledge organisers provides our SEN pupils with access to information and vocabulary which supports their learning. They are familiar with these documents across a number of subjects and provide another source of confidence for the children. Teacher assessments are completed through observations of pupils completing practical tasks. Photos, written work and verbal discussions from lessons are also used to inform this. 
 











Extra Curricular Opportunities, Experiences and AccessibilityPupils access lots of practical experiences in Geography – they begin with their familiar surroundings within the school grounds and gradually branch out further through our immediate community and the our local area. Visits can include north-east coastal locations, the river and quayside, and to local landmarks such as The Angel of The North. Pupils with SEN receive appropriate adult support during school trips, allowing them to use their curiosity to explore safely and with confidence. 
 











