SEND Provision – History

Learning
History is taught every other half term in each year group. History is taught through a range of engaging lessons, which include group work, class discussion and debate, drama and role-play. Pupils are taught historical knowledge (the key features of each period studied) historical skills (chronological awareness, using historical vocabulary, interpreting sources, enquiry skills and communicating historically) and concepts (continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity and difference and significance). The same skills and concepts are visited in every topic - the complexity of each progressing with each year group. In early years, history is incorporated into general discussions around key life events and festivals. To support pupils with SEND, history lessons are as visual as possible, using images and videos, for example. There are also plenty of opportunities for discussion, debate, drama, role-play and children work in mixed-ability groups to support one another. 

 “I love learning about the Romans. We pretended to be Roman soldiers, which was fun." – Year 3 pupil.























Support / Resources

When teaching history, teachers use a range of methods to ensure all pupils can access lessons. Alongside the use of images and videos, discussion, drama and role-play, teachers differentiate work, either by task, outcome or through the use of adult support. Learning is supported through the use of knowledge organisers, and worksheets are differentiated through strategies such as right/wrong answers, missing words and the use of sentence starters and word banks. Classrooms are equipped with ICT, which can be used to support pupils, and all classes have at least two members of staff available to support small groups and individual children during history lessons. Pupils who require sensory stimulation are provided with equipment such as light up toys, fidget equipment, stress and anxiety putty/balls in order to support their learning. 

“I liked using the iPad to make a video and then watching it on the big screen.” Year 2 pupil.


















Assessment Opportunities

Pupils are assessed in history through their written work and their contribution to verbal discussions and other activities such as drama and role-play. Pupils with SEN are provided with the resources to work as independently as possible, allowing them to feel successful and boost their confidence and self-esteem. Knowledge organisers allow pupils to self-assess; these are visual resources that pupils practise using every lesson. Teacher assessments are completed through formative assessment (made through observations and verbal discussions), the marking of written work and end of unit quizzes, which can be dictated by pupils if necessary. 

 “I love learning about different people in the past” – Year 5 pupil.























Extra Curricular Opportunities, Experiences and Accessibility


Caedmon Primary School prides itself on the opportunities and experiences it provides for enhancing the history curriculum – experiences which particularly benefit children with SEN. These opportunities include: artefact boxes, which allow children to handle historical artefacts directly; educational visits, to places such as Jarrow Hall, Beamish and the Great North Museum; and the brilliant in-school workshops conducted by That History Bloke. The hands-on, interactive nature of these experiences brings history to life, helps pupils to consolidate historical knowledge and fosters within them a lifelong curiosity about how the world around them has been shaped. It also allows children with SEN to enjoy the same experiences as their peers. 

“Jarrow Hall was amazing; we saw an Anglo-Saxon village, made shields and had a battle.” – Year 4 pupil.






