School report ..
P *KXK,

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Caedmon Community
Primary School

Whitehall Road, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear NE8 4LH

Inspection dates: 8 to 9 November 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

. Good
Early years provision

Previous inspection grade Good



Oféted

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils thrive in this wonderfully inclusive school. They are particularly accepting of
others, with respect at the heart of the school’s ethos. This is evident in the strong
relationships between staff and pupils. Pupils are nurtured and supported to be the
best they can be. This helps them to feel happy and safe in school.

The school sets high expectations for all pupils and is ambitious for their future
successes. The ‘six Rs’ (respectful, responsible, resilient, ready, resourceful and
reflective) are attributes to which pupils aspire. Older pupils embrace the
responsibilities bestowed on them. All of them fulfil the role as prefects. The
importance of being a good role model for younger children is instilled in them. They
do not disappoint.

Pupils behave well. They understand the importance of good manners and of
consideration for others. They listen attentively in class and are keen to talk about
their work. Incidents of inappropriate behaviour are rare.

Pupils are adamant that bullying does not happen here. They are equally confident
that if it were to happen, it would be sorted immediately.

Playtimes are harmonious. There is plenty to do. The school’s pupil councillors offer
suggestions for improvement. They are listened to. They are particularly proud of
the new playground surface they helped to commission.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school works hard to develop an ambitious curriculum that reflects the high
aspirations it has for its pupils. Commercial schemes and bespoke plans are carefully
blended to make this happen. Leaders maintain strong oversight. They are
continuously looking at ways to strengthen and improve their plans.

In all subjects, curriculum plans from Years 1 to 6 identify the important knowledge
pupils must learn. Key knowledge is sequenced carefully, so that pupils know and
remember more. Likewise, the early years curriculum identifies the essential
knowledge for all areas of learning. Such knowledge is mapped out to build
children’s understanding step by step. However, in some subjects, the essential
knowledge identified in the early years curriculum does not fully align with that
identified in wider curriculum plans. For example, the essential knowledge and key
vocabulary identified in science plans for seasonal change differ between
curriculums. This hinders some children’s readiness for learning in Year 1.

Reading is at the heart of all curriculum plans. The school prioritises it, investing
heavily in reading stock. There is always a rich selection of books available for pupils
to read for pleasure. The school looks for creative ways to encourage this. The
‘Golden Bag’ is awarded to one lucky pupil from each class every week. Its contents
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are designed to make reading pleasurable. Aside from the selection of well-chosen
books, a fleece blanket, hot chocolate and special treats certainly do the trick.

Early reading is taught effectively and consistently. As a result, increasing numbers
of pupils successfully attain the phonics screening check. Pupils practise their
reading with books that are well matched to their phonics knowledge. Any pupil in
need of extra support receives it straightaway.

Good-quality stories and texts are also used as a stimulus for writing. Pupils study a
range of writing styles and develop a secure understanding of audience and
purpose. Pupils’ writing develops well. Work in their English books shows an
increasing command of grammatical structures. However, this is not replicated when
pupils write in other subjects. Here, pupils’ writing is more variable and does not
meet leaders’ expectations.

The pastoral care given to pupils is exemplary. The school wraps arms of support
and encouragement around every pupil. Personal development is well considered.
Particularly noteworthy are the efforts made to raise pupils’ aspirations. Every
opportunity is taken to explore the world of work and to engage pupils in
considering future pathways.

The early identification of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) is highly effective. It leads to timely support and intervention. Careful
adaptation of curriculum plans enables pupils with SEND to access learning at an
appropriate level. Personal targets pinpoint pupils’ next steps in learning with
precision.

The school’s actions are improving pupils’ attendance. The number of pupils who are
persistently absent is reducing markedly. This is very pleasing and is testimony to
the tenacity of school leaders.

Governors know the school well. They ensure that staff are well trained to be alert
to the risks pupils may face and how to report these. They use their skills wisely to
both support and challenge the work of the school. They are, rightly, proud of the
school’s achievements.

Parents and carers speak highly of the school. They value all that staff do to help
and support them.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The school has not yet securely and consistently aligned the early years and
whole-school curriculums. This means that, in some subjects, some pupils are not
as well prepared for the Year 1 curriculum as they could be. Leaders need to
strengthen this aspect of curriculum planning, so that all pupils are equipped with
the essential, foundational understanding needed in all subjects and are ready for
their next steps in learning.

B The quality of pupils’ writing in subjects across the curriculum is variable and does
not match that seen in English. This means that important opportunities to
consolidate learning and deepen pupils’ understanding of writing for different
subjects are lost. Leaders need to ensure that pupils’ writing in all subjects is
consistent with the high standards expected in English lessons.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details

Unique reference number 108380
Local authority Gateshead
Inspection number 10255686
Type of school Primary
School category Community
Age range of pupils 3to 11
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 255

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Allan Symons

Headteacher Clive Wisby

Website www.caedmonprimary.org

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2018, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school runs a breakfast club provision.
B The school does not currently use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B This was the first inspection the school had received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher, members of the
local governing body (including the chair of governors), and a representative of
the local authority.
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B The inspection team carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics,
science, and design technology. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the
curriculum with subject leaders, visited lessons, spoke to teachers and to pupils
and looked at samples of pupils’ work. Pupils were heard to read with a familiar
adult. Inspectors completed an extended review of the school’s approaches to the
teaching of writing and looked at samples of pupils’ writing across the curriculum.

B® An inspector spoke to pupils formally and informally about their views of the
school and matters relating to behaviour and conduct.

B The views of parents and staff were gathered through a review of responses to
online surveys, including 65 free-text comments. Inspectors spoke to parents at
the start and end of the school day.

B Inspectors reviewed a wide range of documents, including improvement plans
and minutes of governing body meetings.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

Inspection team

Diane Buckle, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Emma Robins Ofsted Inspector

Kate Byrne Ofsted Inspector

Inspection report: Caedmon Community Primary School 6
8 and 9 November 2023



FHH

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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