	Year Group: 3
	Term: Summer 
	Topic: Painting – Prehistoric Paintings

	NC Links  

	To use a range of resources creatively to design and make. To share ideas using drawings and paints. To explore a variety of techniques. To learn about the work of a range of artists, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

	Other Curriculum Links 

	History

	Links to Caedmon Curriculum Drivers

	Aspirations and Careers
-embracing challenges that help us to grow
-understanding that resourcefulness can help us to be the best version of ourselves
-understanding how our learning links to the wider world
-having an awareness of the local labour market

Healthy minds and bodies
-knowing that good mental health allows us to develop the resilience we need to help us with challenges we may face
(linked to using art as a stress relief/mindfulness etc)

	Links to Rights Respecting 

	Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights.  

	Links to North East Ambition  

	Link a lesson to the career of a Painter and Decorator. What does the job entail? What skills are needed in the job? Why do you need an understanding of colour mixing for this job? What tools would you be using in this job? 
Link a lesson to the career of a freelance artist. What does the job entail? What skills are needed in the job? Why do you need an understanding of colour mixing for this job? What tools would you be using in this job? 
Gatsby Benchmark 4 - Linking curriculum learning to careers 
Gatsby Benchmark 5 - Encounters with employers and employees 

	Topic Overview 

	During this unit, children will learn how and why ancient ancestors made art. They will experiment with natural materials to make homemade paints. They will play with scale and paint on a larger surface.


	Possible Visits/Visitors 

	 Local art galleries. Local museums to look at prehistoric art.

	Essential Subject Skills to be covered 

	To identify and describe features of prehistoric paintings
To explore shapes within a drawing that will help get proportions accurate
To scale up drawings
To use charcoal to create form, tone and shape
To explore natural materials and how to use them to make colours
To use a range of brushes for different effects



	Overall Learning Outcomes 

	By the end of this unit, children will explore paint and natural materials and use them to create a large scale prehistoric style painting. They will gain an understanding of art from the prehistoric time and use this to inspire their work. They will use different brushes to add textures, mix colours, create form, tone and shape.

	Learning Intentions (for use in self-assessment at end of topic) 

	· To apply an understanding of prehistoric man-made art
· To understand scale to enlarge drawings in a different medium
· To explore how natural products produce pigments to make different colours
· To select and apply painting techniques



 
 

	Year Group: 3
	Term: Summer 
	Topic: Painting – prehistoric paintings

	Sequence of lessons 

	Ideas for Lesson format:
1. Starter activities
2. Look at work of artists
3. Practice skills/techniques/develop and reflect on work (linked to artists work)
4. Apply skills (link this to the work of artist)
5. Evaluate and analyse

Ideas for Lessons 1-2 Exploring artists’ work and practising sketches
1. Starter activity ideas for lessons: 
Children to draw the classroom from the perspective of a bird flying

2. Look at the work of artists
Begin by exploring prehistoric artwork: encourage the children to highlight details that interest them: name the animals depicted and describe the patterns, colours and textures in the images.
Tell the children that these paintings were produced approximately 17,000 years ago before there were any houses, buildings, roads, cars, electricity or schools. These are pictures of huge paintings on the walls of caves. Caves are dark, so the artists would have needed oil lamps made from stone and animal fat. To the people of this time, wild animals were their primary source of food and were very important to them.
3. Practice skills/techniques/develop and reflect on work (linked to artists work) 
4. Apply the skills
Show children Line Drawings and photos of Native British animals. Ask children to choose 2-3. 
Model how to pick out the key geometric shapes from the photographs and line drawings to map out the animal’s relative size and shape.
Get them to draw a picture of their favourite animal in their sketchbooks, trying to replicate the prehistoric style. Children should lightly map out their sketch first to get the proportions right, then go over the main outline in a darker pencil line. Relate this to their drawing skills learned in Y1 and Y2. Once complete, children can use earthy tones to colour in. Children to suggest ways to add detail such as fur,shading etc. Link this back to their observational drawings in Y2 – what techniques do they know that can add details.
5. Evaluate and analyse
· Children to reflect on their work – does it look realistic? Does adding shading make it more detailed? What went well/could be improved.

Ideas for Lessons 3-4  Exploring texture
1. Starter activity ideas for lessons: 
Draw a picture of a bird made up entirely of dots/without taking pencil off page

2. Look at the work of artists
Recap on the prehistoric artwork that children looked at in the last lesson.
3. Practice skills/techniques/develop and reflect on work (linked to artists work) 
4. Apply the skills
Explain that they will be scaling up their sketches from Lesson 1 and that this means everything within their drawings will get proportionally larger. Demonstrate this in sketchbook.
Model how they can create a rock texture using crushed charcoal and earthy tones of chalk. 
Once their background is prepared, they then draw their favourite British animals from their sketchbooks onto the paper.
Pupils should sketch lightly so they can make changes easily by smudging the charcoal.
Remind them to keep their drawings in the style of prehistoric artists, with simple, bold lines and shapes
5. Evaluate and analyse
Reflect on the following questions as a class.
· Which details have you changed or altered to your own style?
· How did you find working with charcoal?
· What did it feel like?
· What is good about using charcoal? What is difficult?
Ideas for Lessons 5-6  Exploring colour
1. Starter activity ideas for lessons: 
Draw your bedroom from memory
2. Look at the work of artists
Recap on the prehistoric artwork that children looked at in the last lesson. Discuss the colours use when creating the drawings last session (earthy). Explain that those living in prehistoric times didn’t have access to paints, so they had to use natural objects to create marks and shapes, e.g. crushed berries, burnt wood, plants and animal fats mixed with natural pigments.
Children to go on a ‘natural colours walk’ in the local area. Look at different colours found in nature, or collect some items yourself before the lesson. Ask them to find things they could draw or paint with (green leaves, mud, twigs, grass, petals from flowers, etc)
Children to make natural paints using their materials (instruction on Kapow)
3. Practice skills/techniques/develop and reflect on work (linked to artists work) 
Practise painting directly into sketchbooks and describe which worked well as natural paint.
4. Apply the skills
Children to then apply all the skills learned to create a cave style painting of an animal (in their sketchbook or as a final piece):
1. Pupils start by lightly sketching out the key shapes of their animal from Lesson 1 and 2, remembering to keep everything in proportion.
2. Pupils then start to mix the colours they will need. Remind the children about their work creating colours found in nature from Lesson 3, and encourage them to revisit their sketchbooks to see the colours they created.
3. Ask pupils to paint neatly and evenly, filling in all the gaps. They should try to apply some of the techniques from the Stone Age, such as simple bold black outlines, patterns and dots.
· 5. Evaluate and analyse
What did you enjoy or not enjoy about this?
· How is the work is similar/different to the real cave paintings?
· Are the colours accurate?

	Suggested Strategies for Recording Learning 

	· Use sketchbooks to explore different media
· Examine and comment on the work of artists, noting observations in sketch books
· Research artists and record key facts 
· Photograph work 


 






